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New Zealand is a white-knuckle ride  

of a country, a gutsy, self-sufficient 

place where the Sauvignon Blanc  

is award-winning and where  

your bartender is also likely to be  

a snowboard instructor. The art  

of zorbing was invented here –  

but why roll down a hill when you can 

see it properly from one of its superior 

breed of sophisticated superlodges  

and new hideaways that now  

dot the length of the country? PH
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KAIMATA RETREAT, DUNEDIN

Smart beach shack 

The rubble road around the back of the Otago 
Peninsula feels like it’s skirting the edge of the earth. 

To top 40kph is to risk loose stones flying up and 
chipping the windscreen, or spooked sheep careering 

out in front. Beyond are wind-battered rocks in the 
Southern Ocean and albatrosses soaring above 

the swell. It feels completely isolated, even though 
Dunedin is only 30 minutes away. When you do arrive, 

it’s to a luxurious wood cabin staring out over a 
sheltered inlet where penguins swim and indigenous 
birds – the kahu, kotare and korimako (the names 

given to the three rooms) – hunt for crabs and  
land on the sandbars by your private deck. Built  
from macrocarpa wood, Kaimata is calculatingly 
unfussy. On summer evenings, any formality is 

stripped away as everyone chats around the large 
communal table and private chef Chloe Humphreys 

stirs the conversation as well as what’s in the pan. 
Tailormade feasts focus on local produce, particularly 
venison (the owner, Kyle Davidson, has a sideline in 

hunting wild deer in the Otago highlands, and his 
partner Rachel Duell sells the meat at Otago’s Saturday 

farmers’ market). In the morning, it’s a few steps 
down to the water’s edge to take out a stand-up 

paddleboard and venture along the inlet.  
Doubles from about £185

BLANKET BAY, GLENORCHY

Fishing base with hands-on spa 

When it opened 15 years ago, 30 miles from Queenstown,  
this was a game-changer, resetting the benchmark with  
its spot-on service and secluded, dramatic location on  

the turquoise waters of Lake Wakatipu. Wallowing in the 
heated pool just after a spa treatment still feels entirely 

decadent, looking through the glass doors at the spectacular 
snow-capped Humboldt Mountains as if the views have  

been arranged just so. Twelve rooms are divided between the 
main lodge and several stone-and-timber chalets, each  

with local artwork, bronzes, artisan-crafted furniture, kilims 
and beautiful Mexican pewter bathroom accessories. Days are 

for exploring the Southern Alps: a helicopter flight over 
jaw-dropping Milford Sound; a thrilling jet-boat ride on the 

beautiful, braided Dart River; fly-fishing or a day trip to pretty 
Arrowtown, a former gold-mining town. Nights are  

spent eating dinner on the outdoor terrace under a star-filled 
sky (there are blankets if it gets chilly) or in the intimate  
Wine Cave. Regional ingredients such as Milford Sound 

crayfish, Canterbury quail and succulent Southland lamb are 
often on chef Corey Hume’s menu, and the local cheese  

and wines are excellent, particularly the Pinot Noir. 
Doubles from about £500

HUKA LODGE, TAUPO

Serious high-flying retreat

Founded as a fishing camp on the willow-fringed 
banks of the Waikato River 90 years ago, New 

Zealand’s original super-lodge remains an awesome 
place to cast a line. Present your catch to the chef 

and he will carve it up into the freshest sashimi you 
have ever tasted – the only conundrum is where to 

eat it. There’s the orchard, surrounded by hedges and 
warmed by braziers, the perfect setting for dinner 
on a fine day. Or the vaulted wine cellar, which fits 

Huka’s lord-of-the-manor vibe: mounted deer 
heads, tartan fabrics and a bagpipe player strolling 
the lawns. The Highland flavour may explain why 
the Queen feels at home here; she stays at Huka 

whenever she visits New Zealand. Two cottages and 
sprawling rooms are scattered across the property, 
each with a pared-back palette,  ultra-thick carpets 

and soft cashmere blankets draped over sofas.  
Go shooting (deer, boar, pheasant, duck), try water 

sports on lovely Lake Taupo or relax on your private 
terrace, listening to the river rush past. It’s worth 

planning your visit around one of the themed 
weekends, aimed at opera lovers, Champagne 

connoisseurs or Aston Martin fans. 
Doubles from about £785PH
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Previous pages, left, Te Kahu Lake House in Wanaka.  
Right, Blanket Bay lodge on Lake Wakatipu
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TE KAHU LAKE HOUSE, WANAKA

Thrilling contemporary design

A clean-lined, cedar-clad concrete structure with a sloping 
roof beside Lake Wanaka, this four-bedroom private villa (you 
have to rent the whole place) is stunning in its simplicity. Its 
pared-back, Scandi-like design by New Zealand’s renowned 
Stevens Lawson Architects fits the surrounding 50 acres of 
bush (it’s no wonder the lodge scooped the country’s Home 
of the Year Award in 2010, a year after it was completed). 
It’s full of well-considered details: sweet-smelling, honey-

coloured oak timbers and gunmetal-grey schist stone floors; 
specially commissioned works by New Zealand artists; and 
light flooding in through sliding doors in the sunken living 
room. Bedrooms are softened with rust-red carpets and 

dark grey velvet drapes, and bathrooms come with 
free-standing wood-panelled tubs. Gather round in the 

kitchen on high metal stools and tuck into whitebait fritters 
after a day of clay-pigeon shooting, hiking or skiing at 
nearby Treble Cone. And in this region, dominated by 

snow-capped Mount Aspiring, two open fires and under-
floor heating keep the place cosy when mist rolls in and 

hovers eerily over the lake.
Doubles from about £1,755

ACACIA CLIFFS LODGE, TAUPO

Family-run modernist beauty 

Set high above Lake Taupo on a plot of land that 
used to be a deer farm, Acacia Cliffs is all cleverly 

configured angles and picture windows that 
capitalise on the incredible views of Mount Tauhara 

and the Kaimanawa ranges. The owners, Rick 
and Linda Whitlock, fell in love with the lake on 
their honeymoon and returned seven years ago 

to open this modern, four-bedroom lodge. 
Furniture is a mix of bespoke pieces and chairs 
by Mies van der Rohe and Le Corbusier; there’s 
a record player by the fireplace in the library and 

photographs of native birds in the rooms, 
each of which comes with its own private deck 

or garden courtyard. Clucking hens appear 
on the doorstep and, in summer, sheep graze 
in the fields below. Meals are a family affair, 
with Rick serving up delicious, seasonal food  

(his lemon tart is fantastic) as everyone gathers 
around the large, communal dining table swapping 

stories about their day, which could include  
hiking the Tongariro Alpine Crossing, one of  

New Zealand’s most famous walks, borrowing 
mountain bikes to cycle round the lake, or swimming 

the incredibly beautiful Acacia Bay. 
Doubles from about £300

WHAREKAUHAU LODGE, WAIRARAPA

Cultivated Edwardian bon viveur   

Sheltered in 5,500 acres of green fields and pastures 
dotted with Romney sheep and cattle, Wharekauhau 

(pronounced ‘forry co–ho’) is 90 minutes’ drive over the 
Rimutaka Hills from Wellington. This is a working farm 
turning out sought-after livestock, and the backdrop 

to one of New Zealand’s most celebrated lodges. Roll up 
your sleeves with farm manager Bradley Riggs and  

bounce about on a four-wheel-drive tour of the estate 
with the hugely knowledgeable Joe Houghton (on staff 

since 1956) who will reveal secret forest paths and 
hidden meadows. Then, it’s back to the grand Edwardian 

beauty of the main lodge. Amid the antique furniture, 
Chinese ceramics and silk tapestries in the drawing room, 

watch through the window as the wind whips across 
the black sand of Ocean Beach and over white-capped 
Palliser Bay. Chef Marc Soper’s dishes (Speckled Park 

beef, salmon consommé with crayfish ravioli) are 
created around produce picked from the orchard, herb 

and vegetable gardens. Choose from 15 crofter-like 
cottages: the best are the Owners’ Cottage (where 

Prince William and Kate have stayed); Storm, which 
is the first in the row and so has uninterrupted views 
and its own small courtyard; or the three-bedroom, 

barn-style, self-contained Wharepapa Cottage, 
brilliant for families, a 10-minute drive away.

Doubles from about £480

MINARET STATION, WANAKA

Tented lodge a chopper ride away

The only way to reach this tented camp in the rugged 
Southern Alps is by helicopter. And the breathtaking flight 
doesn’t disappoint, taking you into a slender glacial valley, 

at the head of which sits Minaret, with four safari-style 
chalets around a central lodge. The Wallis family who own 
the place know the area and the practical advantages of a 

helicopter better than most: in the 1960s patriarch Sir Tim 
Wallis pioneered the use of choppers in accessing remote 

back-country areas and herding deer. Pilot Nick Wallis can 
drop visitors on a remote peak for heli-skiing, or fly them 

into the belly of a glacier. Each suite overlooks the pristine 
landscape. Bathroom floors are heated, showers are steaming 
and the hot tubs on each deck are a great vantage point for 

watching red stags stalk the beech- and tussock-covered 
slopes. At the heart of the lodge is the Mountain Kitchen, 

where venison and lamb from the farm feature heavily.
Doubles from about £1,000
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SCRUBBY BAY, AKAROA

Shiny little star on its own secluded coastline

This remote, half-moon bay is sometimes battered by storms, but shelter can  
be found at the latest addition to the 4,000-acre Annandale farm (there is also 

the restored five-bedroom homestead and two other villas for rent) near 
Christchurch. It has three minimally furnished bedrooms, bathrooms with New 
Zealand-made Nellie Tier skincare products and an eight-berth room of bunkbeds. 

Borrow chef Paul Jobin from the homestead (who has worked with New 
Zealand-born, London-based Peter Gordon) and he will prepare slow-cooked 

lamb shoulder and beef cheek with potato gnocchi and local Motukarara 
asparagus in the kitchen and butlers’ pantry; if you’d rather fend for yourself, 

meals can be brought to the villa for you to heat up. Sit by the fire with a book or 
board game in the open-plan dining and living area, or slide open doors that lead 
to a wide wooden deck. Once outside, you can swim laps in the heated 25-metre 
pool or soak in the bubbling hot tub to the sound of the ocean crashing out front. 

Doubles from about £1,580

DELAMORE LODGE, WAIHEKE ISLAND

Ocean-facing hangout with a Mediterranean disposition

A short ferry ride from Auckland in the Hauraki Gulf, Waiheke Island is a 
tapestry of vineyards, forest and farmland, all fringed with white-sand beaches. 

Wrapped around the upper slopes of Ownhanake Bay and shaped like a 
Maori fish-hook, Delamore Lodge is a low-slung, curved adobe building 

supported by chunky wooden pillars. There are four suites and a two-bedroom 
apartment, all with king-sized beds and dreamy views of the Coromandel 
Peninsula and the neighbouring islands (peer through the binoculars for  
a closer look). The food, in the talented hands of the chef Aaron Smith,  
is first-class. Start the day with breakfast on the terrace (muesli layered  

with berries and yoghurt) before wandering through the olive groves and 
citrus trees in the vast gardens, relaxing in the grotto-like Jacuzzi (there’s 
also a sauna and spa), paddleboarding or spending the day on a guided 

fishing charter. The real highlight, though, is dinner, whether it’s a barbecue 
or a more formal meal of fillet of snapper or harissa-crusted lamb. 

Doubles from about £470

THE FARM AT CAPE KIDNAPPERS, 
HAWKE’S BAY 

An immersive experience in full-bodied wine country

A 6,000-acre working sheep and cattle farm with lavender-swathed hills  
and a precarious cliff edge an hour’s flight south-west of Auckland. 
Nicknamed Kidnappers, the lodge (containing four of the 22 suites)  
has wheat-coloured carpets, stout criss-crossing timber beams and 

mantelpieces thick with fresh blossoms. Leather and wicker chairs are draped 
in wool throws, tractor seats hang artfully behind the beds, and ornaments 

are arranged in clusters on bookshelves. Breakfast is in the loggia (plump  
for the table at the far end, which has the best ocean views) and there’s 
a cosy snug for refreshing afternoon iced tea sweetened with manuka 
honey. Spend days playing golf on a course that dips and curves along  

the cliffs, or exploring vineyards on horseback, then put your feet up in the 
spa. The majority of the suites – some with fireplaces, others with small 
terraces – are in a separate building a few minutes’ walk from the main 

lodge, but the four-bedroom Owners’ Cottage is the pick of the bunch, 
with open-plan living areas and a Jacuzzi on the stone terrace. 

Doubles from about £770

EDENHOUSE, ORINOCO VALLEY, NELSON

Intimate off-the-beaten-track bolthole

The sun-dappled Orinoco Valley isn’t on any standard itinerary, which is 
exactly what appeals to the small number of visitors who do find their way 

here. Tucked into the north-west corner of the South Island, this is an 
enchanting valley with gently rolling hills, a stunning coastline nearby and 

– so locals reckon – more hours of sunshine than anywhere else in the 
country. The other draw is Edenhouse. Almost too small and homey to 

qualify as a lodge (there are two bedrooms in the main house and a separate 
two-bedroom cottage), it’s as comfy as a favourite armchair. Breakfast is 
served on antique crockery, vases are stuffed with bluebells and rambling 
roses from the garden, and there’s a tail-wagging welcome from Annie the 
golden Labrador. Hosts Bobbie and Peter Martin built this airy residence 

as their home. Their local knowledge can’t be bettered, and they’ll happily 
organise adventures, from kayaking past seal colonies in the Abel Tasman 
National Park to horse-trekking at Cape Farewell and visiting the sacred  
Te Waikoropupū Springs. They’ll also knock up a delicious roast-chicken 

supper. If you’d prefer, hide away in the library or den. In summer, seek out 
the pretty courtyards and garden nooks. 

Doubles from about £765PH
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WHARE KEA, WANAKA 

Grown-up playground 

On the shore of Lake Wanaka with an 
uninterrupted view out over the mountains, 

Whare Kea is a contemporary dream.  
Owned by the Myer family (of Melbourne’s 

department-store fame), it’s a long steel, glass 
and timber building filled with a mix of modern 

furniture and antiques. Come with a gang  
and rent the whole place: the six rooms and 
suites are impressive (lots of blond timber, 

bathrooms with underfloor heating and Aesop 
products) but the light-filled living area is the 

lodge’s star turn. In winter there is an enormous, 
crackling fire (plus a games and billiards room), 
and in summer the doors open straight out onto 
a deck that leads to the lawn. Wine and canapés 

are served in the living room before dinner.  
Chef James Staple’s creations are nothing short 

of extraordinary, and include scallops with 
homemade black pudding and wild herbs, and 
strawberry, lychee and lime tart with candied 

rose petals. The Myers started coming to 
Wanaka for the heli-skiing and the family have 

also built an alpine chalet in the mountains,  
high above the snowline at 5,700 feet. Accessible  

only by helicopter, it is built in a similar style  
to the lodge, with views of Mount Aspiring and  

a dedicated mountain guide. 
Doubles from about £780

SOLITAIRE LODGE, ROTORUA

Lakefront beauty

At this cocooning lodge almost everything is focused 
on the Lake Tarawera setting, from the floor-to-

ceiling windows that overlook the glassy water to the 
manicured lawns dropping down to a private beach. 

Rise early and ask the owner Wayne Tomlinson to 
crank up his speedboat and whizz you over for a dip 

in the secret pool on the far side of the lake (this 
is thermal-springs territory, with the hot springs 

and mud pools of Rotorua only 20 minutes’ 
drive away). Unsurprisingly, the spa menu here has a 

lot of gloopy, mud-based treatments, and in less 
time than it takes to say Taumatawhakatangihanga-

koauauotamateaturipukakapikimaungahoronu-
kupokaiwhenuakitanatahu, one of the longest place 

names in the world, you’ll be smothered in the 
mineral-rich clay in the therapy room. When 

it comes to trout-fishing, local guide John Hamill 
is the best in the business; otherwise the lodge 
has dinghies and kayaks that can be borrowed 

and the Whakarewarewa forest is a picturesque spot 
for a leisurely afternoon bicycle ride. At night, dress 

up for a dinner of duck confit and kumara (sweet 
potato), matched with a Pegasus Bay Riesling – 

Solitaire Lodge is renowned for its amazing food. 
Doubles from about £840

EAGLES NEST, RUSSELL

Showstopper on a private peninsula

Within walking distance of the historic town of Russell and with 44 acres of private 
headland offering magical views of the Bay of Islands (a holiday magnet for cashed-up 

Kiwis), Rahimoana is the kingpin of the five villas that make up Eagles Nest. Four 
corner bedrooms, each with a balcony, flank a central living area where sliding glass 
walls open to a vast sun-drenched terrace and 25-metre infinity pool overlooking  
a private beach. Inside, white hand-stitched leather sofas and steel-framed chairs 
face the fireplace. There is a gym (and a personal trainer to put you through your 
paces), an infra-red sauna, and a home cinema for downtime. Leave the cooking  

to the private chef (ask for the seafood-based Kaimoana tasting menu: try 
pan-seared scallops straight from the bay and swordfish with a panzanella salad), 

who can also help pick a wine from a cellar crammed with several thousand  
bottles of New Zealand’s finest. Everything from world-class big-game fishing to 

bush walking and private-island picnics can be arranged on a whim; at night, float 
on your back in the pool as flares illuminate the water and gaze up at the night sky.  

Doubles from about £640

HAPUKU LODGE, KAIKOURA

Groovy treehouses

Bookended by the Kaikoura mountains on one side 
and the surf beach at Mangamaunu Bay on the other, 

Hapuku Lodge sits within a working deer farm 
surrounded by olive trees. Native tuis fantails and 

bellbirds flit through the air, while just offshore the 
deep ocean trench is a bumper-to-bumper highway for 
orcas, seals and humpback whales. Book into one of 

the seaward-facing tree houses: five, elegant, wood- and 
copper-clad suites on 10-metre steel stilts that push 

up through the canopy of a century-old grove of 
manuka trees. Light, airy and filled with bespoke 
furniture made from elm, ash and New Zealand 
timbers, these crows’ nests are open-plan with a 

jutting sunroom and a bathroom that can be curtained 
off at night. At mealtimes, swap sky-high living for the 

main lodge (it also has a pool). Olive oil, eggs, pork, 
bacon and venison are all produced on-site, there’s 

a small Sauvignon Blanc vineyard, and an organic 
vegetable garden that supplies the restaurant, which is 

run by former New Zealand Masterchef finalist Fiona 
Read. Be warned though: after having your fill of local 

lobster, hazelnut muscovado cake and wild-blackberry 
compote, it gets harder to climb back up the stairs 
through the treetops to your bed among the stars.

Doubles from about £470
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KAURI CLIFFS, MATAURI BAY

Golf geek winner

When golfers arrive at Kauri Cliffs, they make a beeline for 
the David Harman-designed course, with its backdrop of 

forest, farmland and clifftop views across the Cavalli 
Islands. But practising your swing is only one of the draws of 
the 6,000-acre property; there are also tennis courts, three 

beaches, including Pink Beach (named after its tiny pearl 
pink shells, and great for shore fishing), and a tranquil spa, 

reached via a winding path through the totara forest. There 
are mesmerising views of the bay from practically every 

room in the lodge – pick your favourite and find a sofa to 
match – and the huge suites have wood-panelled walls with 
walk-in wardrobes, king-size beds and armchairs by the fire. 
There’s also an Owner’s Cottage with its own infinity pool. 

Lunch can be grabbed on the run (sandwiches can be 
brought out to the course so as not to interrupt play), but 
dinner is an event, and not just because gentlemen must 

wear jackets. The menu changes nightly; if you are not up 
for the dégustation, à la carte dishes such as snapper with 
Moroccan couscous and vegetables are equally tempting. 

Be sure to leave room for vanilla panna cotta with poached 
rhubarb or another of the knockout puddings. 

Doubles from about £765

OTAHUNA LODGE, CHRISTCHURCH

Rambling estate with top-grade gardens

Built in 1895 as a residence for politician Sir Heaton Rhodes, 
Otahuna Lodge is a mish-mash of architectural styles  
(there are 10 chimneys) that hang together in glorious 

asymmetry. The 30-acre grounds include one of the country’s 
most significant gardens. Designed by AE Lowe (who trained at 
Kew), it’s composed of lakes, woodlands, daffodil fields, lawns 

for croquet and pétanque, as well as an outdoor pool.  
Now a private lodge owned by an American expat couple, it 

was damaged in the 2011 earthquake and had substantial 
repairs before reopening. The original wallpaper and ornate 

wooden carvings are intact, but it’s far from stuffy, with 
king-size beds in the seven suites, contemporary art and 

Penhaligon’s in the bathrooms. The cellar is filled with local wine 
to go with chef Jimmy McIntyre’s elegant, ingredient-driven 
dishes. Arrive hungry: this is some of the best food in New 
Zealand. He draws on Otahuna’s vegetable gardens, bakes 

bread daily and makes enough byproducts from the lodge’s pigs 
to supply the kitchen for the following year. The cooking 

classes are excellent, and historic Akaroa, where you can swim 
with wild Hector’s dolphins in the harbour, and North 

Canterbury’s wine country are an hour’s drive away.  
Doubles from about £1,000

MATAKAURI LODGE, QUEENSTOWN

Chic waterfront escape

It might be just seven minutes’ drive from New Zealand’s adventure capital, but  
at this lodge the vibe is more high heels than hiking boots. It belongs to the same 

group as Kauri Cliffs and The Farm at Cape Kidnappers, but has a sleek, sexy  
groove all of its own. The flame-coloured cushions and display wall of white 

crockery in the main living room make Instagrammers go nuts. Delicate white 
drapes contrast with a rough stone feature wall and the vertical sheet of rust-

coloured metal that clads the fireplace. But the interiors need to be dramatic to 
compete with what’s outside: a front-and-centre view of the Remarkables 

mountain range towering above Lake Wakatipu. There are just 12 rooms and 
suites and the Owners’ Cottage, which sleeps eight, so it never gets overcrowded. 

Spend a lazy morning lounging on the terrace, lying in the freestanding tub 
watching waves scud across the lake through the floor-to-ceiling windows or at 

the spa, which has two treatment rooms, each with its own private deck. 
Doubles from about £590

All these properties can be booked through Scott Dunn (+44 
20 8682 5060; www.scottdunn.com), which offers tailormade 

trips to New Zealand from £7,950 per person for a 14-night 
itinerary, including flights, transfers, car hire and some activities. 
Find out more about the country at www.newzealand.com/uk

Reviews by Ralph Bestic, Simon Farrell Green, Frances 
Hibbard, Ute Junker, Bruce Laybourn, Latesha Randall,  

Grant Smithies, Tricia Welch and David Whitley
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